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sarah brightman’s ‘question of honour’ is blasting out of the 
Jeep’s excellent stereo system and we are literally f lying out of Sossusvlei. The vehicle 
is plowing through mud and sand, no matter how deep. The wide tyres on 20 inch 
wheels are not even deflated, they surf perfectly with road pressure.

We just had a sundowner in the middle of a lake at the bottom of the Sossusvlei 
sand dunes. Whereas the first 60 kilometres from the park gate to the dunes area con-
sist of perfect smooth tar, the last 3 kilometres of deep sand have always been strictly 
4x4 only. Now, with added mud, it’s double the fun. Just a matter of turning the Selec-
Terrain control knob in the center console to ‘Sand/Mud’ - and off-road you go. The 
resulting traction is simply amazing. I’ve struggled here before with other cars. Not 
now. In the Jeep, with its powerful 3.6 litre-V6, combined with air suspension, terrain 
traction and the electronic limited-slip differential it is an effortless affair.    

A couple of days previously, in Richtersveld Transfrontier Park, we came a little 
bit closer to the Jeep’s limits. After camping on the banks of the Orange River at the 
wonderful De Hoop site, I decided to take a shortcut along the river and through the 
mountains back to the main track. After about an hour we had managed about 10 
kilometres – and we weren’t in the mountains yet. There the pace slowed down… 

considerably. Huge, slippery rocks and muddy pools caused the rear tyres to either 
spin or lift up high in the air, squeezing the opposite wheel deep into the boulders. Or, 
as my Swiss travel companion Irene described it: 'The rubber between rim and rock 
has barely condom thickness.' 

My worst nightmare was having a puncture in conditions like this. First of all we 
wouldn’t have been able to fix it in between the rocks and, secondly, how far can you 

….and water. Top Billing motoring editor Dieter Losskarn 
took the stylish new Grand Cherokee Overland on a 
6000km off-road trip to Namibia. Helping test the car’s 
abilities was the fact that our Northern neighbour had 
received the highest rainfalls in more than 120 years.

Story and photoS Dieter Losskarn

going
overland

go with an emergency wheel in terrain like this? I knew a f lat would finally occur, I always had at least 
one, whenever I travelled in Namibia. But, please, if there is a 4x4 god, not here and now.

At walking pace, with Irene guiding me around and over the natural obstacles, we finally pulled 
through the canyon into a wider, sandy river bed. Unfortunately, due to the heavy downpours the bor-
der ferry across the Orange in Sendelingsdrif wasn’t operating for months, meaning a huge detour for 
us. No problem for the Jeep. On tar, which we hit just outside Alexander Bay, the Overland has a rather 
brisk travelling pace. Amazing, that tyres that were almost tortured to extinction only hours before, are 
now gripping the tarmac at autobah n speeds.

And whether it is tar or any off-road surface the ride is always absolutely smooth. Comfortable 
leather seats, that can either be heated (quite handy after a chilly night in a tent) or air-conditioned 
(great after parking in the sun), paired with the independent front and rear suspension lets you eat the 
kilometres with ease.

It is a rather big and spacy car, but it doesn’t feel bulky. Even on the narrow Bain’s Kloof Pass on our 
way up, the Jeep did not only iron out the numerous bumps, it also impressed with superb road holding 
abilities. 

Meanwhile we’ve covered two deserts, Namib and Kalahari, and reached the Karoo without any 
punctures. And when it finally came, the Jeep treated us fairly and with respect. I am sure he considered 
us as worthy travel companions. On entering Carnavaron, after endless kilometres of corrugated rough 
stuff, the (very handy) onbord computer’s tyre pressure monitor reported air loss at the right rear. We 
stopped at a service station, unbelievably just across the only tyre repair shop in ‘town’. It was naturally 
closed on a Sunday, but after calling the owner on his cell, he came within minutes. My first time ever 
seeing a guy in white shoes, socks and pants repairing a tyre – and staying spotless in the process. 
Regarding the Jeep’s desert makeup this was quite a feat. 

I must admit the car really impressed me, I didn’t expect it to be that good – and good-looking. For 
me the most attractive Jeep ever. Still, the genes of its great-grand-daddy, the wartime Willys Jeep, are 
very much tangible. You can throw any obstacle at it, but you can also indulge in pure luxury: beauti-
fully stitched leather seats, superbly crafted real wood inlays in the steering wheel and dash, power 
sunroof, great entertainment system and one of the most comfortable and sporty rides in its class. It is 
a beauty – and a beast. The biggest surprise is, that Chrysler doesn’t go overland, sorry -board with the 
price. For the V6 Overland they charge a more than reasonable R581 990, including air suspension, 
with the recommendable power sunroof an extra R15 000.

And after a thorough wash the car doesn’t look out of place anymore, even in front of the One & Only 
in Cape Town’s waterfront, where its passengers are booked for a relaxing spa treatment - of course with 
a mud wrap - after an exciting trip.       jeep.com

Jeep Grand Cherokee V6 oVerland
Engine 3.6l.-V6
Power 210hp
Price r581 990
jeep.co.za
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Where Top BillinG sTayed
naries namakwa retreat
The wonderfully thatched three  Mountain Suites have magnificent 
views and are the most beautiful overnight stay in Namaqualand.
Kleinzee Road, R355, 27km west of Springbok
0027-21-930-4564, naries.co.za

Caňon lodge & Caňon roadhouse
Built into the boulders and almost disappearing in the desert 
landscape is the lodge with restaurant in a historic farmhouse. The 
car-themed Roadhouse is the alternative overnight stay for petro-
sexual traveller. Try the legendary Amarual cheese cake.
20km & 14km from Fish River Canyon
00264-61-23-00-66, gondwana-collection.com

Wolwedans Collection
There are four different lodges on the huge mountain desert 
property - Dunes Lodge & Desert Camp, Dune Camp, Private 
Camp and Boulders Safari Camp – the 200m² open Mountain 
View Suite is without a doubt Namibia’s most romantic overnight 
stay.   
A collection of luxury lodges, situated in the heart of the Namib 
Rand Nature Reserve (www.namibrand.com).
00264-61-23-06-16, wolwedans.com

little kulala
Wilderness Safaris currently owns three lodges at Sossuslei, Little 
Kulala is the most exclusive one. Each chalet resembles a tiny 
desert fortress, with skybed on top of a little tower. 
Wilderness Safaris, Sossusvlei
00264-61-27-45-00, wilderness-safaris.com



i must admit i don’t really fancy small cars, 
especially, when they are diesel-powered. Somehow I ended up 
with one. I was supposed to drive Audi’s new A7, but it had a f lat 
tyre and there wasn’t an adequate Pirelli replacement available. So 
I did get the polo-based A1 with the diesel – and I liked it. To be 
honest, if anybody can handle diesel engines, it is Audi. In 2006, 
their R10 TDI was the first ever diesel-powered race car to win the 
24 hours of Le Mans – with many repeats afterwards.

Therefore the A1 TDI is quick and agile in town, but I even took 
it for day trip into the Winelands. The best thing about it, it is not 
embarrassing to be seen in it. The entry-level Audi has street-cred. 
Thanks in part to the great front-end look of the other family 
members, it is just a bit shorter. The public perception of the car 
is very positive. Most ladies describe it as sexy. And inside you get 
the full Audi treatment as well. From the easy to navigate Audi 
multimedia system to the sporty leather steering wheel. 

In typical Audi fashion the base price of R247 000 is just hypo-
thetical. Who wants a basic A1? Especially, when you’re young 
and trendy, you just have to have the panorama glass sunroof (R10 
200), the 17inch cast aluminium wheels (R12 900), the more skin-
friendly leather seats (R14 000), the Xenon headlights with those 
aggressive-looking LED daytime running lights (R7 000), the 
Bose surround sound system (R8 900) and – if you’re lost easily – 
a navigation system (R24 700).

Anyway, after a couple of days with the A1, I did put it right next 
to the Mini and Fiat 500 on my mental cool wall.   

audi a1 Tdi
Engine 1.6 l. Tdi
Power 105 hp
Top speed 190 km/h
Consumption 3.9 l./100 km
Price r247 000
audi.co.za

redhot
The Audi A1 bursts onto the scene

Story and photo Dieter Losskarn

Snake in 
ParadiSe
One of the most exciting ways of 
getting around the Cape Peninsula 
is in one of those insanely loud, 
topless Cobra replicas.

The narrow Bo-Kaap streets are reverberating with the unmuted sound of the Chevy V8 
powerplant, fitted into a light-weight glass fiber body. The Cobra is rattling across the 
cobblestones, so typical for the oldest part of Cape Town. But the car is not a city slicker, it 
wants to get out. It’s looking for open tarmac to let the muscles play. Luckily it has an auto-
matic gearbox, making it much easier to move through the always hectic city traffic. Along 
the Cape Peninsula you can really open up, enjoy the sunshine and the sound. Which is 

gorgeously amplified in the the half-tunnel 
on Chapman’s Peak Drive. Ideally driven 
in the late afternoon, when the light is 
perfect there for photos. Especiallly when 
you hired the red Cobra. How can you 
add on to an experience like this? Well, for 
instance by stopping in Hout Bay at Dunes 
for a sundowner. But if you really want to 
be seen, you’ll have to continue a little bit 
further along the coastal road to Camps 
Bay, the best place in town to show off 
exciting wheels in style.   

Cape CoBra hire
Info Call deon on 083-3219193
Price r1 600 per day, r5 per km
capecobrahire.co.za
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