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on leaving the air-conditioned confines of the Abu Dhabi International Airport it feels like hitting a 
rubber wall. The sauna-like air is not only very hot, but extremely humid as well. You can sense it moving porridge-
like through your bronchial tubes. The hotel bus is parked only a few metres away. But the pore valves are opening 
up already, sweat is running down the spine. Our transfer vehicle looks like a bottle of ice-cold Savanna on a sum-
mer’s day, dripping with condensation. Prime Circle’s hit song Breathing comes to mind.

The Yas Hotel looks even better in reality than on TV. When I saw it for the first time on SuperSport, during last 
year’s Abu Dhabi F1 Grand Prix, I was blown away by the amazing architecture. I decided then to one day stay in 
it – and now I am here. 

Parked outside, reflecting the 1001 lights on its metallic skin, is Audi’s newest interpretation of the perfect upper-
middle class business sedan. At first glance the new A6 looks like a slightly smaller A8. The daytime running lights 
are now more pronounced, the famous grille is there, the car looks more elegant and dynamic. Also, from the rear, 
with those new wider and more slender LED-lights. The 76 single LEDs in the headlights are successfully compet-
ing with the ones in the hotel roof. The design is like the A8’s. Quite conservative, but in a positive, business class-
like, understated way. Whoever wants a more flashy look has to go between A6 and A8 – for the gorgeous A7.  

A look into the specification sheet reveals the changes. The 2011 A6 is shorter (4.91m) , lower (1.45m), but a bit 
wider (2.08m) and due to the use of weight-saving aluminium 80kg lighter than its predecessor. 

It is without a doubt one of the most successful business sedans ever, with six previous model generations and 
7 millions units sold worldwide, since it was first launched as the Audi 100. But it never really caught on in South 
Africa. Local drivers seem to prefer comfortable SUVs to midsize luxury sedans.

Audi presented its new lightweight 
A6 in the United Arab Emirates – 
and in style! While the car was very 
real, the surroundings (including 
the magnificent Yas Hotel, with its 
myriads of colour-changing LED-
lights) looked rather artificial… 
almost computer-generated
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Enough theory – let’s go for a drive. First through the streets of Abu Dhabi and later – yeeeeeeeeees! – onto the Yas Marina F1 
racetrack. Inside the A6 is sheer, sophisticated luxury. Audi perfected the art of upmarket interiors. The cockpit is almost identical 
to that of its siblings A7 and A8. The quiet cruiser glides through the wide, deserted avenues with speed limits everywhere. I always 
thought sheiks are into fast-moving objects. Maybe outside the city limits, in the desert. The city architecture shows impressively 
what happens when you’ve got endless amounts of dough. 

But, I must admit, the R8.7-billion Yas Marina F1 course, built on a man-made island, is a masterpiece. No doubt the most mod-
ern one in the GP line-up. A couple of A6 sedans are parked in the pit lane. But the instructor’s briefing nipped any Vettel-like ambi-
tions in the bud. No overtaking, no speeds exceeding 120km/h, as we were not wearing helmets. Imagine being in bed with Minki, 
naked, and you’re only allowed to look. That’s how I felt initially.

The pit exit is rather tricky, it dips under the main circuit by way of a tunnel. Imagine this one in racing conditions. Following the 
instructor’s car taking the ideal racing line through some of the tight turns quickly made up for the speed-restricted straights. It was 
interesting to feel the car’s adaptive air suspension reacting to the different settings – comfort, dynamic, auto and individual. 

The dynamic part was followed by a couple of exercises, showing the car’s new assistance systems, such as head-up display or 
automatic distance regulation, preventing you successfully from bumping into the car in front of you in rush-hour traffic. The last 
task of the day was braking and steering on wet, slippery surfaces, demonstrating Audi’s unique quattro four-wheel-drive system.

In the evening we swapped the driver’s for the passenger’s seat and were driven in the A6 from Abu Dhabi to Dubai. The 1½ hour 
drive revealed even more outrageous architecture. Culminating with the arrival at the tallest building in the world, the 828m high 
Burj Khalifa. Even here, among Bentleys, Ferraris and AMGs the A6 was cutting a great figure – and we didn’t feel any vehicular 
embarrassment at all.

The building was initially known as the Burj Dubai, 
but even sheiks can run out of cash. Abu Dhabi’s ruler was 
willing to bail out his Dubai counterpart. On one condi-
tion: the skyscraper had to bear his name. Standing at the 
ceiling-high glass windows in the At.mosphere restaurant 
on the 160th floor, looking down into the myriads of 
lights, illuminated fountains and at other amazing build-
ings, I am getting this eerie feeling again of being in a 
virtual, computer-generated world. Somewhere between 
Blade Runner and Avatar. But the tiny car parked way 
down there in front of the entrance is definitely for real.  

AUDI A6
Engine 3.0l. V6 TDI multitronic
Power 201hp
Prices R520 500

Engine 3.0l. V6 TDI quattro S tronic
Power 241hp
Prices R645 000

Engine 3.0l. V6 T FSI quattro S tronic
Power 295hp
Prices R655 000

audi.co.za

WheRe Top Billing STAyeD
The yas hotel, yas Marina Island, 
Abu Dhabi, theyashotel.com
The only hotel in the world that is built 
over an actual F1 race track 
(yasmarinacircuit.com).

WheRe Top Billing DIneD
At.mosphere, Burj Khalifa, Dubai, 
atmosphereburjkhalifa.com 
Fine dining in the world’s highest 
restaurant.
Amici, yas Marin Island, Abu Dhabi 
Excellent and genuine Italian restaurant, 
across from the Yas Marin Hotel in the 
yacht harbour.
Le Vendôme Brasserie, emirates 
Palace, Abu Dhabi, 
emiratespalace.com
Fantastic gourmet buffet in the opulent 
Emirates Palace – a former private 
residence.  
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