
YOU N EED 
TO K NOW

The McLaren MP4-
12C features the 
fi rst ever carbon-
fi bre monocell in 
a production car. 
All components 

are unique to this 
vehicle and not 

used in any 
other car

ENGIN E

3.8-litre V8 bi-turbo

PER FOR M A NCE

POW ER

441kW and 600Nm

PR ICE

R3.2 million

TECH
AND SPEC

Top speed: 
330 km/h

0-100km/h in 
3.1 seconds

DRIVE MCLAREN MP4-12C

feels more like a race car than any 
other street car they have ever driven. 
I � y through the turns while the car 
hugs the tarmac like a toddler clinging 
to his beloved nanny. Whenever I brake 
hard, the Airbrake pops out in the back, 
reducing my rear vision to zero – but 
radically slowing down the car. Brake 
steer limits understeer and Pre-Cog, 
while sounding like an indecent proposal, 
actually helps to make shifting gears even 
faster. It works by applying slight pressure 
to the steering-wheel-mounted shift 
paddles, preparing the gearbox and the 
clutch for an upcoming down- or upshift. 

But the car’s most impressive trait is 
how comfortable it is – not unlike a luxury 
limousine. If there was enough boot space 
for more than two handbags, you might 
even take it on holiday.

Naturally, Formula One technology 
of this calibre doesn’t come moderately 
priced. At R3.2 million, potential buyers 
would need a loaded sponsor to a� ord 
the British ride. But because the MP4-12C 
is the ultimate everyday super sports 
car, chances are quite good that South 
Africans will see and hear one. So far there 
are 30 lucky owners out there having the 
time of their lives.  

company Oerlikon Graziano. But its heart 
is British. � e bi-turbo V8, developed 
by McLaren and built by Ricardo, is 
permanently on display for passers-by 
under a transparent bonnet.

Because it doesn’t share any of its parts 
with other cars, the MP4-12C is the most 
unique sports car in the world. Across 
the industry, the realities of automotive 
conglomeration are visible: the SLS bears 
the same air intakes as a B-Class Merc; 
Lamborghinis share their ignition keys 
with Audi; and every Ferrari has Fiat 
switches. In the handmade MP4-12C, 
everything is new and unique. 

Inside, the cockpit is unusually 
luxurious for a supercar. � ough there 
are two seats, focus is on the driver – the 
driver’s seat is placed closer toward the 
car’s centre. Individual consoles on 
each door house climate controls, and 
simplicity reigns on the dash, with just 
a touch screen and a few buttons and 
switches. � e most important two control 
handling and powertrain, and each 
features three settings: normal, sport 
and track. 

I push the start button and the V8 roars 
to life. After the initial awe, the McLaren 
is surprisingly easy to drive and quite 
good at going slowly. But in sport mode, 
the gear changes are quicker, the engine 
revs higher and the sound becomes 
absolutely magni� cent. Track mode tops 
this, but, as the name suggests, it should 
only be used away from public roads.

� e car feels incredibly light, powerful 
and precise. Some critics say the MP4 
lacks raw fascination; I’m not one of 
them. Contrary to its predecessor, the 
F1, the MP4 is extremely easy – and safe 
– to drive. McLaren’s top drivers, Lewis 
Hamilton and Jenson Button, say the MP4 

PUREBRED: The 
MP4-12C is the 
marque’s fi rst all-
McLaren supercar

MP4 stands for McLaren 
Project 4, a chassis designation 
for F1 cars from McLaren since 

1981. The ‘12’ is an internal 
vehicle performance index
and the ‘C’ stands for what 

makes the car so light:
carbon-fi bre.

WHAT
IT ALL
MEANS

IT CLINGS TO THE TARMAC LIKE A TODDLER TO HIS BELOVED NANNY
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