
 Get a real taste of racing at one of the most modern F1 tracks on the planet – Abu Dhabi’s Yas Marina Circuit
  How F1 cars have evolved over 50 years to become the tarmac-destroying monsters they are today 
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auto expof1 rivalries

Abu DhAbi

f1 experience

Vitaly PetroV screams 
down the long straight at 
300kph and brakes down to 
60kph to get through the tight 
left-hander, his Pirellis stick-
ing to the track like glue. I am 
close behind him. Actually, very 
close – I’m in the back seat of 
the two-seater, 700hp Formula 
One car. Petrov, in the front row, 
powers through the corner, and 
the forces are insane. I can feel 
the speed in my chest; my head 
spins. Two laps are enough 

for me; those guys do this for 
hours, under race conditions 
– unbelievable. 

At Yas Marina in Abu Dhabi, 
you’re as close as it gets to a real 
F1 experience. The cars, once 
single-seater Grand Prix racers, 
have been converted into two-
seaters. Built to F1 standards, 
and constructed of feather-light 
carbon-fibre composites, they’re 
fitted with current F1-spec sus-
pension, brakes and Pirelli tyres. 
The 3.0 litre-V10 Cosworth 

engine (which climbs up to 
16,000rpm), catapults the ve-
hicle to more than 300kph while 
subjecting driver and passenger 
to forces of up to 5g. 

While the two-seater F1 
experience is the highlight of 
Yas Marina’s motoring activi-
ties, one shouldn’t start with 
that. Build up some confidence 
first and get to know the track, 
one of the most technologically 
advanced circuits in the world. 

I recommend starting with 

a relaxed tour of all the facili-
ties, including the F1 course and 
the race control room with its 
dozens of track monitors. You’ll 
learn, for instance, that the Abu 
Dhabi Grand Prix is the only 
one in which champagne is not 
sprayed at the podium. Due to it 
being a Muslim country, Vettel 
and company spray themselves 
with sparkling grape juice. The 
champagne follows behind 
closed doors. 

Next, I suggest the racing 
karts, especially if you’re travel-
ling in a group of friends. The 
small racers can reach up to 
70kph, making them the perfect 
introduction to motorsport – 
anyone can do it. The track 
is not too long and difficult, 
so after a short while you’ll 
get the hang of it and will cut 
corners like a professional. An              
intelligent lap-timing system 

Flying high
a racing instructor advises on 
ideal racing lines in a Gt racer 

like the aston Martin Gt4

78 —  august 2012

is
to

c
k

 p
h

o
to

s

PIRELLI  STATS
TOTAl nUMBERS OF 

TyRES USED in SEASOn: 
21,100 dry and 2,900 

wet tyres

TOTAl AMOUnT OF 
RUBBER DEPOSiTED On 

TRACK in 2011: 
10,200kg

AVERAgE liFE SPAn OF 
A DRy COMPOUnD: 

120km

TOTAl nUMBER OF PiT 
STOPS in 2011: 

1,111

TOTAl KilOMETRES 
DRiVEn By All ThE  
P ZERO COMPOUnDS  

in 2011: 
307,657km

ESPRESSO SERVED in 
SEASOn: 

43,250 cups



provides print-outs containing 
detailed performance graphs. 

Your schedule has something 
more powerful and impressive 
coming up. Yas Marina has its 
own drag strip – and a couple 
of brand-new powerful and 
muscular Chevrolet Camaro 
SS fireballs. The setup alone 
will bring tears to the eyes of 
hardened motorheads. The SS 
finishes the quarter-mile in 13.3 
seconds and reaches 100kph in 
4.6 seconds, while its 6.2-litre, 
402hp V8 roars its heart out. 
Grab a friend and go head-to-
head on the drag strip. After a 
short technical briefing, a safety 
overview and training at the 
“Christmas tree” to manage 
your reaction time, an instructor 
in the passenger seat will talk 
you through the staging area, 
braking zones and the finish 
line. Then, you’re on your own. 

For those who are not quite 
thrilled by thundering down 
a straight line, there exists a 
track alternative in an entirely 
different car. The Aston Martin 
GT4 might at first glance look 
like its distinguished Vantage 
sibling, but it is in fact its evil 
twin. Constructed by racing 
specialists in a purpose-built 
factory, the GT4 has traded its 
road-friendly interior comforts 
for racing seats, an additional 

instrument panel, a roll-
cage – making getting into 
the car tricky – and plastic 
windows. The powerful 4.7-litre 
V8 produces one of the best 
symphonies in the motoring 
universe. An instructor in the 
passenger seat explains the 
racing lines and offers advice on 
how to improve your technique. 
It’s a fantastic experience – my 
favourite of the Yas offerings.  

Next, get used to the passen-
ger seat and sharing a car with 
a professional race driver. First 
up is the super-light twin-seater 
Yas SuperSport SST with its 
Suzuki Hayabusa bike engine. 
I get my first real taste of speed 
and acceleration.

Only one more driving ex-
perience remains before the 
ultimate one. The hot lap in an 
F1 safety car is a world exclu-
sive: Yas Marina bought the 
two Mercedes-Benz SL63 AMG 
cars driven at the inaugural Abu 
Dhabi Grand Prix in 2009. The 
6.3-litre, 550hp V8 engine is put 
to good use in some memorable 
drifts around the circuit.

Finally, it’s back to the pit 
lane for the main event. Tyre-
warmers soften the Pirellis, the 
tyre of choice for the 2012 sea-
son. I climb into the tiny space 
behind Vitaly. Two guys strap 
me in, making me feel claustro-
phobic. Even at a stop the vehicle 
is eager to unleash its power. As 
we screech down the pit lane, 
I realise why AMG safety car 
driver Bernd Mayländer seems to 
be stalling when he herds the F1 
pack behind him. This is jet fly-
ing at ground level, the ultimate 
experience for speed addicts and 
Formula One fans. 
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This year, Pirelli made its 
tyres softer to reduce the 
performance gaps between 
the different compounds – 
making racing, team strate-
gies and pit stops more 
interesting for viewers.
P Zero red: A super-soft 
tyre for street circuits, it of-
fers high peaks of perfor-
mance over slow and twisty 
stops with slippery asphalt.
P Zero Yellow: A soft 
tyre with less blistering, 
this is ideal for circuits with 
low tyre wear. This will be 
the most frequent nomina-
tion in 2012, together with 
the new medium tyre.
P Zero white: A white 
medium tyre, the White is 
well suited to all sorts of 

track conditions, especially 
when asphalt and circuit are 
variable.
P Zero Silver: This hard 
tyre guarantees maximum 
durability. Ideal for long 
runs.
Cinturato Blue: The 
Cinturato was Pirelli’s first 
F1 tyre, dating back to the 
Fifties. This full wet tyre 
with a deeply-grooved 
profile disperses 60 litres 
of water per second at a 
speed of 300kph.
Cinturato Green: The 
intermediate for light rain 
features shallower grooves, 
dispersing less water on 
wet or drying asphalt, 
without compromising 
performance.

what’S in thoSe F1 tYreS?




