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The legendary British feline is showing its claws. Dieter Losskarn spent a week
with the Jaguar XF 2.2-litre Diesel, the XFR and the XKR. His reaction: purr

THE GREAT CATS

XF 2.2-L. 
DIESEL
ENGINE
2.2-litre turbo-diesel

POWER
140kW and 450Nm 

PERFORMANCE
TOP SPEED 225km/h

0-100KM/H

in 8.5 seconds

PRICE R473 100

XFR
ENGINE
5.0-litre 

supercharged V8

POWER
375kW and 625Nm 

PERFORMANCE
TOP SPEED 250km/h

0-100KM/H

in 4.9 seconds

PRICE R1 044 900

When Indian car manufacturer Tata 
bought Jaguar and Land Rover in March 
2008, the growl came back in a guttural 
fashion, and since then neither brand has 
ever looked better. 

When Tata replaced Ford, the XF 
replaced the S-Type. I am in the 2012 
entry-level XF 2.2-litre diesel. According 
to Jaguar, the turbocharged oilburner is 
the brand’s most fuel-e�  cient engine ever, 
with a claimed average consumption of 
5.4 l/100km. Yet the car still displays all the 
performance you would expect from 
a Jaguar saloon. I actually had to make 

doubly sure I was sitting in the smaller 
four-cylinder, and not its larger 3.0-litre V6 
diesel sibling. � e four is a bit rougher, but 
other than that, it performs well. 

An elegant and luxurious sedan with 
coupé looks, the new XF – even in its 
most basic version – never fails to attract 
attention. Narrower bi-xenon headlights 
and LED daytime running lights with a 
characteristic J-blade signature provide 
for instant recognition in the rear-view 
mirrors of BMW, Audi, Mercedes-Benz 
and yes, even Porsche, Aston Martin and 
Bentley. � ere are several paint and wheel 
options (17 to 20 inches) available.

THE R FACTOR 
What M is for BMW, R is for Jaguar. As 
soon as you add an R to the XF badge, the 
attention turns to sheer excitement. Fitted 
with the amazing 5.0-litre supercharged 
V8, the XF turns ballistic. � e sound 
becomes an aggressive growl, and even 
with traction control on and in normal 
mode, the rear end moves around freely. 
Like the M5, the XFR is a brute in a suit,  >> 

I
s it my imagination, or is the Jaguar 
head on the centre of the steering 
wheel staring at me with a lot more 
con� dence than in previous years? 
� e cat looks as if he just got the 

cream and is now convinced he’ll get his 
prey. � at would be German prey: BMW, 
Mercedes, Audi and Porsche.

Much like its German counterparts, 
Jaguar has a long heritage. In 1922 William 
Lyons and William Walmsley founded 
Swallow Sidecars, a British company that 
built motorcycle sidecars. � eir � rst sports 
car followed in 1931. In 1935 the name 
changed to Jaguar and a year later the � rst 
pouncing cat appeared, becoming the 
brand. � e iconic E-Type was introduced 
in 1961 and the XJ limousine in 1968.

When Ford took over Jaguar in 1990, the 
hissing became more subdued. � e British 
wildcat was on the brink of extinction. 
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