
A s I approach the car, it’s 
immediately evident that this is  
a Bentley. The front-end bears  

that unmistakable grille design; while  
Maybach’s 57 and 62 look like big S-Class 
Mercs, Bentley has retained its own proud 
heritage. Not a single exterior design 
element hints towards the brand being a 
member of the VW family. Mercedes-Benz 
has canned the Maybach, but Volkswagen’s 
posh daughter is booming worldwide 
thanks in part to the Continental models 
and in part to celebrity owners like J-Lo, 
Elton John and Kim Kardashian. 

Even fictional heros can’t resist. In the 
latest Bond novel, Carte Blanche, the 

famous British secret agent rediscovered 
his automobile roots, getting rid of his 
legendary Aston Martin in favour of  
a Continental GT. Original author Ian 
Fleming always admired Bentleys and as  
a result Bond owned three over the course 
of the 14 original novels. They have been 
showcased in two previous movies:  
a Mark II Continental in Fireball and  
a Mark IV in From Russia with Love.

Maybe we’ll see Daniel Craig in one 
soon – but for now, it’s my turn at the 
wheel. Starting the engine with the roof 
down is an even more sensuous experience 
than in the hardtop GT. What an engine. It 
can go from a gentle whisper to an angry 

roar in an instant. Despite its weight and 
size, the Bentley plows forward relentlessly 
on its 21-inch tyres. Indiscernible gear 
shifts catapult the Teutonic Brit from 
0-100km/h in 4.8 seconds. 

The archetypical picture of an open 
Bentley has a besuited driver behind the 
wheel and a stunning blonde passenger.  
I obliged, and took a conspicuous cruise 
down Camps Bay boulevard and into the 
peninsula’s mountain passes. Thanks to 
good governance, most of the roads in the 
Western Cape, especially the Franschhoek 
Pass and the R44, are smooth and grippy 
tarmac – a perfect playground for the GTC. 
Along the way, I don’t care about the  >> 

Power and glory
Despite its bulk, the new Bentley Continental GTC is the fastest four-seater  
convertible on the road – and one of the most desirable. Dieter Losskarn and 
his co-driver hotfooted it around the Cape and drew some admiring glances 
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