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attention the car draws – I’m too busy 
thoroughly enjoying the bi-turbo W12 
engine. What I do feel is missing, though, 
is a sophisticated radar-warning system. 
When power is supplied so e� ortlessly, you 
tend to be oblivious to the speed limit.

� e outgoing model’s all-wheel drive 
distributed power 50:50; in the 2012 model 
the rear wheels receive a 60-per cent bias, 
minimising understeer. Bentley claims 
this is the sti� est convertible on the 
market, and I agree: no funny sounds, 
creaks or movements anywhere. It feels 
almost sacrilegious to whip the GTC 
around the twists, annihilating slower 
tra�  c – it’s certainly possible, albeit 
a rather unsophisticated thing to do. 

Luxury usually doesn’t need downsizing, 
but Bentley decided to add a smaller engine 
alternative to the Continental GT line-up, 
mainly to attract a younger crowd. � e 
V8 o� ers almost the same performance, 
an even more emotional engine tone and 
the same � awless styling as the W12 – for 
R750 000 less. 

� e W12 GTC will cost you R3.75m; for 
that you could get quite a nice house with 
a sea view. 

Prefer to keep the house? Volkswagen 
o� ers an alternative – the Golf Cabriolet – 
at a tenth of the Bentley’s price.     

When power is supplied in such an 
effortless manner, you tend to 
be oblivious to the speed limit

6.0-litre bi-turbo 
W12; 423kW 
and 700Nm

PERFORMANCE

FUEL

6.5l/100km

PRICE

COMPETITORS

R3 750 000

Aston Martin 
DB9, Ferrari 
458 Italia, 

Lamborghini 
Gallardo, 

Porsche 911 GT3

bentleymotors.
com

ENGINE

TECH
AND SPEC

0-100km/h in 
4.8 seconds
Top speed 
314km/h
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