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‘Don’t change the Range – just make it better’, is what customers wanted 
from the legendary luxury 4x4. And did Land Rover oblige? Dieter Losskarn 

found out on a drive through Morocco’s Atlas mountains

At home 
in the Range
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RANGE ROVER
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T
he Navajo guide on 
the passenger seat 
next to me indicates 
‘Right’ as I steer the 
Range Rover Vogue’s 
nose deep into the 
murky brown waters 
of an Arizona river. 
River crossings are 

my favourite o� -road exercise. Sand dunes, 
mud and gravel are fun to conquer, but for 
me, driving through water is the ultimate 
o� -the-beaten-track experience.

After negotiating the black mud around 
Lake Powell, crossing rivers in Monument 
Valley, building a track in Horseshoe 
Canyon and tackling red slickrock in 
Moab, I was now in the Canyon de Chelly, 
situated in a Navajo Indian reservation. 
It’s necessary to have an Native American 
guide on board to tackle the canyon.

Back in 1990 I was lucky enough to 
borrow a vehicle from the Land Rover 
test centre in Phoenix, Arizona for a 
month. � e Range Rover Classic Vogue 
was the � rst new model Land Rover had 
introduced in 20 years and by far the most 
luxurious. Ford Bronco and Jeep drivers 
reacted sceptically on seeing the posh Brit 
in the red rocks of the Southwest. � ey 
didn’t think it’d be able to hold its own 
o� -road. But they were so wrong. A Range 
Rover was and always is a Land Rover � rst. 

Fast-forward 22 years, and I get to 
experience the fourth generation Range 
Rover in Morocco. In 1970, the launch of 
the original Range Rover was planned in 
the North African country, but delivery 
protests prevented it. � is time round 
things worked out better. 

Land Rover has brought over a Classic 
to display and, compared to the new 
model, it looks like a vintage car 

(which it actually is) – but the genes of the 
original are clearly recognisable in the 
fourth-generation Range Rover.

� e all-terrain Brit has established 
the segment in which X5s, Cayennes and 
MLs thrive today. Visually the luxurious 
o� -roader keeps its proportions, but 
presents itself in a whole new light. More 
contemporary, more modern, but still the 
epitome of SUV luxury. Land Rover asked 
their customers what they’d like in a new 
Range Rover. � e answer was: ‘Don’t 
change the Range – just make it better.’

Despite being owned by Tata, Range 
Rover is still designed and engineered 
at Land Rover development centres in 
the UK. His lordship slimmed down 
signi� cantly during the redesign process. 

Compared to the previous model, it’s about 
400kg or 39 per cent lighter, thanks to the 
� rst-ever full-aluminium monocoque body 
in an SUV. � at makes the body lighter 
than that of a BMW 3-Series. 

With a two-centimetre lower roo� ine 
and the (nonfunctional) side gills, the big 
car looks sleeker – and better. At just under 
� ve metres long, it has a similar footprint 
to the outgoing model. 

It still has a 90mm-higher seating 
position than other SUVs and is still 
the best towing vehicle in its class with 

a 3 500kg trailer capability. 
A bit of a problem with the old one was 

the body roll. I remember sweating a few 
bullets on the coastal road between Cape 
Town and Hout Bay while cornering 
through the bends. Not anymore. On 
some of the gripping tarmac roads in the 
Moroccan Atlas mountains, the new Range 
Rover demonstrates drastically improved 
on-road abilities. Responsible in part is the 
Roll-Stability Control, which pumps up the 
air suspension on the outside of the vehicle 
in corners, to maintain stability. Dynamic 
stability and electronic traction control do 
the rest to keep the luxury cruise ship 
� rmly on four wheels.

And don’t worry, it hasn’t lost any of 
its legendary o� -road capabilities. Once 
again, Americans will be astounded by 
what this luxury ride can do. I take it 
through mud, over sand dunes, gravel 
and big rocks. And yes – my favourite – 
into rivers. Here Land Rover has 
another surprise up its dusty sleeve. 
A labyrinthine new air intake, breathing 

next to me indicates 

Range Rover Vogue’s 

murky brown waters 

my favourite o� -road exercise. Sand dunes, 

Compared to the previous model, it’s about 

THAT WAS THEN: GQ’S Motoring Ed tests 
the 1990 Classic in Arizona, USA

His lordship slimmed down 
signifi cantly during the 
redesign process
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from the gap between the hood and 
fenders, acts like a built-in-snorkel, 
resulting in a phenomenal and class-
leading wading depth of 900mm. � e 
water can literally run over the bonnet 
without getting into the engine. � is  
is not only enormous fun, but also 
makes for some exciting action shots.

� e next-generation Terrain Response, 
controlled by a rotary drive select on the 
centre console, still has the settings for 
normal, grass/gravel, snow, mud/ruts,
sand and rock crawl. But if you push the 
button into automatic mode, the computer 
analyses current driving conditions and 
automatically selects the most suitable 
vehicle settings by adjusting the air 
suspension and throttle response.

� e iconic, simple design language 
continues inside. Fewer switches – by 50 
per cent – make for a less cluttered, 
Evoque-style interior, with clean and 
elegant lines. Leather and wood trimmings 
are on par with Bentley and Rolls Royce. 
� ere is increased leg room in the rear 
and the seats are more comfortable. � e 
executive class seating package with two 
fauteuils in the back is a nice option for 
people who don’t drive themselves. � e 
high-end Meridian sound system caresses 
the ears of driver and passengers. � e 
tailgate and rear door open electronically. 

� e new Range Rover is the most 
accomplished Range Rover ever. For 
the � rst time it competes in posh sedan 
territory, as well as in the luxury SUV 
segment. Chau� eur-driven S-Class, 
7-Series and Audi A8 owners should go 
for a test-ride with their drivers – they’d 
certainly feel at home in the Range.  

Supercharged 
5.0-litre V8; 

375kW & 625Nm

R1.5m (est)

landrover.co.za

POWER

TECH
AND SPEC

0-100km/h in 6.5 
seconds; Top 

speed 225km/h 

PERFORMANCE

PRICE

FUEL

13.8l/100km

button into automatic mode, the computer 

TOP OF THE RANGE: The fl agship of not only 
Land Rover but of the entire luxury 4x4 
market, the Range maximises both opulence 
and off-road muscle

EXPLORER: The Range is as much at home at 
the country club as it is wading through rivers

FIRST CLASS: RR badge; exec seating; Terrain 
Response controls; panoramic sunroof;

OFF-ROADING:  
The old and the 
new, doing what 
they do best

from the gap between the hood and TOP OF THE RANGE: The fl agship of not only 

DRIVE_Opener_Range_rover.indd   4 2013/01/22   6:10 PM



54 GQ.CO.ZA MARCH 2013

FAST LANE

City 
slickers
Effi cient, fun to drive 
and bit more masculine: 
the compact car fi nally 
comes of age

 MINI COOPER COUNTRYMAN S 
BMW drew upon the original Mini’s rally-
winning heritage in 2002 when it breathed 
new life into the famed British icon. Since 
then, the Mini family has grown to include 
several successful brand extensions – like the 
four-door Countryman S – that sheds some 
of the ‘cuteness factor’ for utility and muscle. 
Most of the dashboard is dedicated to the 
massive centre-mounted speedometer. And 
with good reason – you’ll need to watch your 
speed in this thing. Though it’s pricier than 
the competition, it offers actually feasible 
space, unique styling and one of the best 
driving experiences in its class. mini.co.za 

 FIAT 500 SPORT 
The 500 Sport builds on the legacy of Fiat’s 
Nuovo 500 introduced in 1957. Its distinctive 
styling makes it a car you’re likely to love – or 
not. But it’s hard to hate the 500, thanks to 
plenty of room up front, a backseat that can 
carry adults in a pinch, and enough boot 
space for an overnight trip. A painted 
dashboard matches the exterior colour and 
makes the interior clean and simple without 
looking cheap. Sporty handling, thanks to a 
tuned suspension and 16-inch wheels, gives it 
some extra pep, and a three-year/100 000km 
warranty keeps the ‘Fix It Again, Tony’ quips 
to a minimum. fi at.co.za – Jason Paul

 VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE 1.4 TSI SPORT 
It was the fi rst car I ever drove, the fi rst one 
I ever owned, and the fi rst one I crashed in. 
I travelled all over Europe in it; came off a 
Spanish mountain pass, was side-swiped by 
an archaic bus in the former Yugoslavia. The 
Beetle survived it all. More then 21.5 million 
were produced worldwide and sold in over 
90 countries. Then came the much anticipated 
New Beetle in 1997 – but it certainly was not a 
worthy descendant of the legend. While Mini 
and Fiat successfully translated iconic vehicles 
into the present, VW didn’t manage it so well.

But what the son of the legend couldn’t do, 
the grandson will. The 21st-century Beetle is 
a classically evolved, new original. The profi le 
is lower, the car is wider, the bonnet is longer 
and the steeper windscreen is shifted further 
back. The new New Beetle looks bolder and 
much more masculine. It pays homage, 
without offering a retro look. 

With 5.9 litres/100 km, the Golf-based car is 
the most fuel-effi cient Beetle ever. And like the 
classic, it’s a real fun car to drive, especially 
the powerful 1.4-litre version. The roadholding 
is excellent. And if we get the 2.0-litre engine, 
or even an R-version, the Beetle will soon 
become a legend once again. vw.co.za 

POWER 1.4-litre turbocharged 4-cylinder;
135kW and 240Nm

PERFORMANCE  0-100km/h in 7.6 seconds; 
Top speed 215km/h

FUEL 6.6 litres/100 km

PRICE R345 000

POWER 1.4-litre turbocharged 4-cylinder;
75kW and 132Nm

PERFORMANCE  0-100km/h in 9.9 seconds; 
Top speed 178km/h

FUEL 6.1 litres/100 km

PRICE R178 500

Words by Dieter Losskarn

POWER 2.0 litre 4-cyl; 184kW and 360Nm

PERFORMANCE  0–100km/h in 6.5 seconds;
Top speed 248km/h

FUEL 7.2 litres/100km

PRICE R353 700

Ford Focus ST
The newest Ford Focus ST causes slight 
concern for Volkswagen. Though SA hot-
hatch lovers adore the GTI, their focus might 
now shift. And it doesn’t just look the part, 
with a new front bumper, bigger grille and 
those epic 18-inch alloys – it also performs 
rather satisfyingly. Despite losing the old 
2.5-litre turbocharged fi ve-cylinder, the new 

2.0 litre four-cylinder is Ford’s most powerful 
ST. And it still sounds very good.  

POWER 1.4-litre turbocharged 4-cylinder;
118kW and 240Nm

PERFORMANCE  0-100km/h in 8.3 seconds; 
Top speed 208km/h

FUEL 5.9 litres/100 km

PRICE R296 600

POWER RIDE

DRIVE_Fastlane_runabouts_Mar.indd   1 2013/01/22   6:22 PM
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 Riding with  
the custom kid

Words and photographs by Dieter Losskarn

You don’t have to be a tattoo fi end 
and live in the USA to build stunning 
choppers. But – as Cape Town bike 
builder Alex Riley Stoos proves – it 
helps to have learnt from the master  

ON THE ROAD: A bike like the Ratster 
(above) would cost around R170 000, if 
Stoos sources the base bike. Supply your 
own Sportster and it’ll cost you about 
R70 000 to turn it into something unique

I 
enter the maze of dreary brick-faced 
industrial manufacturing units in 
Montague Gardens slightly dulled – 

until I hear the familiar sound of a 
Harley-Davidson breathing freely.
Alex Stoos has started the engine
of the fi rst bike he ever made to
welcome me.

DRIVE_CustomBike.indd   1 2013/01/30   1:18 PM



Custom air cleaner cover

Switchless handlebars with hydraulic controls

Twin LED headlights

Custom tail-light and LED indicators

THE STOOS EFFECT

Exile owner Russell Mitchell, with his 
trademark blond Mohawk and full-body 

Japanese tattoos, builds one-off, unique, 

industrial and very expensive choppers in 

Los Angeles. Named after Mitchell’s move 

from the UK to the US, Exile produces 

around 20 complete custom bikes per 

year – favoured by many a rock star and 

Hollywood celeb. Exile Cycles are 

instantly recognisable for their clean, 

tough, minimalist styling, catching the eye

 of enthusiasts around the 

world.  exilecycles.com  

American Chopper

MAN AND MACHINE:
Alex Riley Stoos and his 

creation, the Ratster

The 23-year-old builds radical choppers in 
true minimalist Exile style. He watched 
Russell Mitchell doing it in LA before taking 
an apprenticeship at the celebrity bike 
builder’s workshop in sunny California. He 
then studied at the Motorcycle Mechanical 
Institute (MMI) in Florida to become a bona 
fi de, approved mechanic for Harley and 
Honda. While there, he met someone who 
knew Mitchell. And when the Americanised 
British ex-pat heard of the young, enthusiastic 
South African, he offered him an internship at 
Exile in Los Angeles. 

It was pure bliss and a dream come true 
for someone who used to eagerly watch 
Biker Build-Off – the show that made Mitchell 
famous – and American Chopper on Discovery 
Channel. Stoos spent eight months at the 
British master’s place, learning the trade of 
turning Harley-Davidsons into unique pieces 
of moving art.

‘Russell taught me,’ says Stoos as he 
shows me his fi rst bike, the Ratster. Stoos took 
a rather girlie-looking, stock Sportster and 
chopped it into a simple but brutal-looking 
machine. ‘It is fully licenced; everything is 
legal’. I admire the fat, fenderless front wheel 
and the two tiny LED headlights. The paint 
choice emphasises the rat look with a shiny 
rust effect.

Stoos produces all the parts himself in his 
state-of-the-art workshop. Foot pegs and 
handle bars are turned on a lathe out of one 
piece. The tanks are hand-welded. Two more 
bikes are awaiting completion on hydraulic 
hoists. On some, I can see genuine Exile parts; 
Stoos is the only accredited dealer for Exile 
parts in South Africa. 

But Stoos is not copying what he saw in 
LA. It clearly infl uenced his style, but his 
own creativity can certainly be seen in his 
creations. A new, local TV show – ‘African 
Chopper’ with the Cape as a backdrop – 
would defi nitely be worth watching.  

 Stoos Custom Cycles: 083-268-2290
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POWER 3.0-litre diesel V6; 155kW and 540 Nm
PERFORMANCE  0-100km/h in 9.1 seconds; 
Top speed 175km/h

FUEL 11.2 l/100km

PRICE R1 335 000

 MERCEDES-BENZ SL63 AMG 
Merc has a lot of environmentally friendly 

vehicles with tiny carbon footprints in its 

line-up. The AMG SLs are in a different 

category altogether. They’re 

all about torque, power and sound – the 

ideal cars to celebrate 60 years of SL 

models and 45 years of AMG.

The new SL63 AMG is not only more 

powerful, but has a 30 per cent lower fuel 

consumption. The SL65 AMG gains 13kW 

and uses 17 per cent less fuel. Both 

cars now have all-aluminium bodies, 

impressively reducing the total weight by 

125kg (in the 63) and 170kg (in the 65).

A swaggin’ wagon 
The Geländewagen’s fi nally got itself a facelift – and 
it’s barely evident. Here’s why we love the old rogue

the bends; the cabin is narrow. But you’ll feel 
like a rock star driving the beast – or like a 
Russian mafi a kingpin. 

The facelift, 33 years in the making, is 
nearly undetectable: a simple strip of LED 
daytime running lights under the headlamps, 
and new rear-view mirrors. The AMG model 
receives a modifi ed radiator grille with twin 
slats, new bumpers with large air intakes, red 
brake callipers and, for the fi rst time, 20-inch 
rims. But the real changes are inside, and 
under the bonnet. The redesigned dashboard 
now features a freestanding 17.8cm colour 
display. The centre console is also new, with 
a centre dome and chunky trim elements. 
But characteristic parts such as the (very 
necessary) grab handle on the dashboard for 
the front passenger have been kept, as have 

POWER Bi-turbo 5.5-litre V8; 395kW and 800Nm

PERFORMANCE 0-100km/h in 4.1 seconds; Top 
speed 250km/h (electronically limited)

FUEL 9.9 l/100 km

PRICE R2 120 000 
(AMG performance package +R100 000; 
AMG driver’s package +R25 000)

 MERCEDES-BENZ G350 BLUETEC 

T
his is probably the most 
unreasonable car available today. 
Why spend R2m on a walk-in 400kW 

fridge? Even if you don’t choose the top-spec 
AMG model, the entry-level G350 BlueTEC 
diesel will set you back R1.3m. But with a ‘G’, 
it’s not about money. A G-buyer would never 
read a road test about this car, because he 
has no choice. There is no competition. There 
is only one. The fatally attractive, boxy car with 
the daunting presence is a legend, an icon and 
a very clear statement: ‘I am here; I can handle 
it; anything not clear?’

What started as a tough-as-nails military 
cross-country vehicle 33 years ago is now 
a luxurious – albeit still tough-as-nails – 
lifestyle wagon for the rich and beautiful. While 
the Range Rover evoqued – pardon, evolved –
over time, the Geländewagen remained the 
same. Over the decades, Merc loaded the ‘G’ 
with everything the parts department had to 
offer. It features all the gimmicks the noble 
S-Class bears – yet it’s still a ‘G’. The 
on-tarmac ride is rough and wobbly around 

Words by Dieter Losskarn

the switches for the differential locks, distinctly 
accented in chrome. 

The SA range includes a G350 Blue TEC 
with a 3.0-litre six-cylinder diesel; the G500 
with a powerful 5.5-litre petrol V8; and the 
ballistic, G63 AMG with 400kW and 760Nm. 
I was very impressed with the performance of 
the G350. The AMG comes standard with an 
eco-friendly stop-start function – which is 
rather annoying in a high-performance car, 
where the CO2 emission per kilometre is 
measured in kilograms anyway. 

Off-road, the ‘G’ – with its three electrically 
controlled, 100-per cent differential locks –
is still unbeatable. The Range Rover comes 
close, but it would be like taking an English 
racehorse on a mule track in Austria. With 
all three diffs locked, the vehicle can proceed 
even if only one wheel has traction.

The G is the most raw kind of sophistication. 
It’s elegance with an edge. It’s in your face 
rather than subtle. It is the difference between 
opening a door by turning the handle pushing 
slowly, and kicking it in. Or to make a Bond 
comparison: Roger Moore would be a Range 
Rover – Daniel Craig a Geländewagen.  
mercedes-benz.co.za

ideal cars to celebrate 60 years of SL 

The new SL63 AMG is not only more 

powerful, but has a 30 per cent lower fuel 

consumption. The SL65 AMG gains 13kW 

cars now have all-aluminium bodies, 

impressively reducing the total weight by 

125kg (in the 63) and 170kg (in the 65).

POWER
PERFORMANCE 
speed 250km/h (electronically limited)

FUEL 9.9 l/100 km

PRICE R2 120 000 
(AMG performance package +R100 000; 
AMG driver’s package +R25 000)

There is a R100 000 AMG performance 

package available for the 63, increasing 

power output from 395kW to 415kW, the 

torque from 800Nm to 900Nm, and top 

speed from 250 to 300km/h. I personally 

prefer the 63 to the 65. With 1 000Nm, the 

latter has monstrous torque, but on open, 

twisty roads it doesn’t seem to be as agile 

and brutally wild as the 63 , with or without 

performance package. And at R500 000 

less, the S63 is a wiser buy. The fl agship SL 

is defi nitely more of a statement than a 

driver’s car. And it’s just R100 000 

away from SLS territory.     – DL 
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