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The 2013 Fat Boy

Dieter Losskarn celebrates Harley-
Davidson’s birthday with a stormy 
ride over some Cape mountain 
passes in a mighty V2 hog
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1690cc V-twin, 
62kW and 135Nm

5.6 litre/100km

harley-davidson-
capetown.com

POWER

HARLEY-
DAVIDSON 

110th Electra 
Glide Ultra 

Limited

FUEL

PERFORMANCE

0-100km/h in 
3.7 seconds, Top 
speed 170km/h

R316 000

PRICE

76 GQ.CO.ZA NOVEMBER 2013

The Electra Glide near 
the Tradouw Pass

GREAT RIDE 

J
ust when I think the cold rain 
and � erce wind can’t get any 
worse, hail of a painful size 
starts trying to knock the open-
face helmet o�  my head. I ease 

400kg of heavy metal down the Tradouw 
Pass. � e mighty 1690cm3 V2 doesn’t miss 
a beat; the heart of the Electra Glide Ultra 
has a calming e� ect. And it’s not all bad – 
there’s only about another 30 more icy 
kilometres to go before I can warm up. 
Fighting the elements is part of each 
and every bike trip. 

On a Harley-Davidson the thrill of 
the ride goes all the way back to 1903, 
when four young guys decided to build 
a motorised bicycle from scratch in 
a wooden shed. As the 1960s approached, 
America’s oldest motorcycle manufacturer 
was just about done. But the hog made 
it through all of the bad times, rising 
to attain legendary status. In 1981 the 
company was sold for $80 million to 
a group of 13 investors, including Willie 

G Davidson, the grandson of the 
company’s founder. Rather than trying 
to compete with the Japanese, the new 
management did the only thing that made 
sense – they returned the Harley-Davidson 
to its roots. � e company began promoting 
the retro-appeal of bikes, building 
motorcycles that adopted the look, feel 
and sound of their earlier models. To this 
day, that recipe has guaranteed them 
success. Behind the nostalgic looks is a lot 
of modern technology, such as the ABS 
brakes that restrain the heavy Electra Glide 
as I descend the Tradouw Pass.

I must admit, while I usually prefer 
uncluttered, basic Harleys like a Fat Boy 
or Softtail, in this weather I am more 
than grateful for the huge batwing fairing 
that protects me from the onslaught of the 
elements. And call me a sissy, but I never 
switched the heated handgrips o�  during 
the ride. 

� e day had started cold, wet and misty 
and didn’t get much better, so the co� ee 
breaks were even more appreciated. Just 
before Bain’s Kloof Pass I stopped at the 
aptly-named Perfect Place in Wellington. 
When you arrive in the rain on a bike like 
this, people are always friendly; they want 
to know where you’re coming from and 
where you’re going to – you never sit alone. 
Bain’s Kloof Pass, like the bike I am riding, 
is a journey back in time. � e entire pass 
is a national monument, and a very 
bumpy one, too. Heavy rainfalls change 
the mountainsides into cascades of water 
that spray all over the road. It feels like 
a drive-through shower.

On a bike trip like this, with the primal 
V2 rumble between your legs, your 
thoughts always go travelling as well. It is 
a special kind of petrol-infused meditation. 
Past trips come to mind, people you’ve 
met, roads you have experienced and 
horizons conquered. >>

1903
Serial Number 1-Harley 
with a 405cc single 
cylinder, the oldest 
existing Harley, 
displayed in the HD 
museum in Milwaukee

Model JDH

Model RL

Model RL

Model WLA

1929

1933

1940

1942

1956
Model KH (Elvis 
Presley’s bike) 

Model JDH

Harley-Davidson: a history Timeline of a two-wheeled legend
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2002

1970 XR750 
Evel Knievel 
Jump Bike

Model FLHB 
Electra Glide

VR-1000 
Road Racer

Heritage Softtail 
Classic V-Rod

1965

1970

1988

20131994

2013 Fat Boy 
Special
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Hearing that primal rumble, your thoughts go 
travelling as well – a petrol-infused meditation

2002

Heritage Softtail 
V-Rod

Memories of my best trips on two wheels 
come � ooding back. � e Electra Glide-
with-a-sidecar trip into the Canadian 
Yukon territories and through Alaska. 
� at was cold as well, and in total contrast 
to the T-shirt and jeans-clad Springer 
ride I took down to Florida’s Key West, 
culminating in a daiquiri at Hemingways 
Bar. Unforgettable were the bike gatherings 
at Daytona Beach and Sturgis, with 
hundreds of thousands of bikers attending. 
And there is always the memory of your 
� rst time. Mine was in Texas, somewhere 
outside Fort Worth, in 1987. A guy was 
selling a 1980 Sturgis Lowrider. It was 
a special edition in black with orange 
pinstriping, the � rst ever belt-driven 
Harley-Davidson. � ere was a feeling of 
sitting for the � rst time in, not on, a bike. 
� at is something I will never forget. And 
the ‘Loud Pipes Save Lives’ slogan. From 
then onwards I was hooked, and the � rst 
hog was followed by many more.

My destination on today’s ride is a 
historic guest house in South Africa’s third 
oldest town, Swellendam. As I arrive, the 
rain � nally stops. Peeling o�  several layers 
of clothes, I feel a sense of achievement: we 
made it. I feel a bit sorry for the hog having 
to sleep outside. 

� e next morning is one of those crisp, 
cloudless Cape winter days. Perfect 
Harley-Davidson weather. After a hearty 

breakfast, I set o�  with the mighty V2 
eager for some dry tarmac. If there is an 
archetypal biker stop on this trip, it has 
to be the Napier Farm Stall. An old 
rusty bicycle hangs above the entrance. 
A wood � re burns in a derelict 
wheelbarrow next to a rustic wooden table. 
Seeing my red nose, the friendly owner 
serves me a little complimentary port with 
my co� ee. New memories for future trips.

Is there anything else out there that can 
give a rider this same feeling of owning 
a modern classic? � ere were rumours for 

decades about a revival of Harley’s biggest 
competitor from the 1950s, the other 
American with a legendary name – 
Indian. And according to recent internet 
murmurings, this time they’re serious 
about it. � eir 2014 Indian Chief 
motorcycle was presented in August at 
the Sturgis Motorcyle Rally – decidedly 
Harley-Davidson territory. And the bike 
immediately stirred emotions. I think 
it would be great to have two classic 
American bikes co-existing together 
again, and can’t wait to ride one.  

GREAT RIDE 

The motoring editor’s 
1980 Sturgis Lowrider
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BADASS BIKES

 Yamaha SR500 
customised by 

Los Muertos
Motorcycles

Cafe racer style  
The thrill of vintage custom bikes 
and racing leathers 

W
hat ever happened to the days 
when motorcycling shone in our 
minds as the unchallenged king of 

badass pursuits? It’s as though the attraction 
of riding on two wheels with the wind rushing 
past is alive in every boy’s mind, only to be 
squeezed out one way or another by the time 
the possibility of realising the dream exists. 

Whether you blame over-protective mothers 
who call them ‘death traps’, or the 21st-century 
trendiness of showing concern for the planet 
(and insisting that driving a Prius is enjoyable) 
there’s no denying that somewhere along the 
line, motorbikes became un-cool. Los Muertos 
Motorcycles may just change that.

Walk into this bike/coffee shop in Cape 
Town’s Bo-Kaap, and you’ll immediately feel 
drawn to and intrigued by the biking sub-
culture it embraces. Los Muertos is devoted 
to everything that is exciting about motorbikes, 
and it captures that perfectly in this space. 
The original brick walls are covered with bike 
posters from the ’50s, ’60s and ’70s; there are 
retro racing helmets, leather jackets, gloves 
and other bespoke biking paraphernalia for 
sale. The store’s other half is a cafe-style 
coffee shop and eatery, offering a selection 
of fresh eats. 

But it is the cafe racers that give Los 
Muertos its grunt. They sit proudly in the 
shop’s centre, with a particularly fi ne retro 
urban racer built off a 1984 Yamaha SR500 
raised behind the coffee counter.

frame. We not only build and source bikes 
for clients, but also strip down existing 
bikes and give them custom designs with 
fi ne-tuned engines,’ says Pitt. Whether 
you’re stopping by for coffee, joining them 
for their monthly bike ride or adding your bike 
to the exclusive list of LMMC’d bikes, you’ll 
leave the place feeling appropriately badass.  
losmuertosmc.com    – Paul Sephton

Cafe racers are typically stripped of 
unnecessary parts and built for enjoyment. 
‘They are lightweight bikes that have been 
modifi ed for speed,’ explains Los Muertos’s 
Steve Pitt. ‘The term was coined in the UK 
during the 1960s when cafe racers grew 
popular, and famous models like the Triton 
were achieved by marrying a Norton 
Bonneville engine with a Triton Featherbed 

Leather jackets and jeans on sale The cafe racer coffee shop
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Smooth runnings
In Spain for only his second Toyota Corolla driving 
experience, Dieter Losskarn recalls his earlier 
thousand-mile journey in the world’s most loved car 

T
he original plan was to buy an old 
American yank tank and cruise in it 
from New York on the East Coast to 

the West Coast and back again. The year was 
1980 and it was my fi rst time in the United 
States. My school buddy Norbert and I were 
ready to conquer a continent that we knew 
from countless road-trip movies. But cool 
comes with risks. Friends warned us about the 
potential costs of taking a junker thousands of 
miles across the highways and byways of 
North America. Why not rent a new car?

We had a look and ended up with the 
archetypal rental: a then brand-new yellow 
1980 Toyota Corolla, for a ridiculously low 
long-term hire rate. The unlimited mileage offer 
– a tempting special intended for locals using 
the car around New York – sealed the deal. We 
neglected to mention our little trip.
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For the following ten weeks, the reliable, 
boxy car accompanied us through most of 
the US National Parks, over dirt roads and 
mountains, across rivers and deserts. It never 
complained and it always started. It was 
a trustworthy and economical companion that 
brought us all the way from A to B, and back 
to A again. It was not a car to stir emotions, 
but it got the car rental agent excited when we 
returned it to him. ‘Where the hell did you take 

the poor Toyota?’ he asked us, astonished 
at our mileage reading. 

Thirty-three years later, the Toyota 
Corolla is in its eleventh generation. 

Since 1966 over 40 million cars 

have been sold. That adds up to about one 
million units a year, or more than two cars 
purchased every minute, worldwide. One 
million were sold and produced in South 
Africa alone, making it more successful 
than Volkswagen’s Beetle. 

The Corolla might not be awe-inspiring, or 
a petrol-head’s dream mode of transport, but 
it defi nitely has a giant fan base of customers 
who appreciate affordable reliability. And 
honestly, you can’t have Norwegian salmon 
or Italian Parma ham every day – you also 
need bread and butter. Even if the car’s not for 
you, look at the bright side: profi ts from the 
Corolla enable Toyota to build exciting vehicles 
such as the 86 or the FJ Cruiser. 

The new Corolla is manufactured in 
16 locations worldwide and sold in over 
150 countries. We’ll be getting the Euro-spec 
model early next year. There will be ten 
variants of four engines – 1.3, 1.6 and 1.8-litre 
petrol and a 1.4-litre diesel. The engine will be 
paired with a six-speed manual or the dreadful 
CVT elastic band-effect auto gearbox.

While driving the Corolla in Spain, I found 
a sport button in the console, and pushed it 
expectantly. Nothing happened. But in a car 
that transports you reliably from A to B and 
back to A, again and again, you don’t need 
fancy buttons anyway.  

POWER 1.8l 4-cyl. petrol, 6-speed 
manual. 103kW and 173Nm

CLAIMED FUEL 6.4l/100km

BASE PRICE TBA

The author 
admires his 
fi rst Corolla
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