
Dieter Losskarn drove through mountains and deserts to 
experience the latest from Stuttgart’s illustrious residents:  
Mercedes-Benz and Porsche. First up – the mighty S63 AMG  
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W
hile Mercedes 
shifted from 
comfort to sport 
this year, with 
some outrageously 

powerful AMG models such as the 
new S63 AMG, Porsche took a more 
comfortable route with its new 
Panamera line-up. I was lucky enough 
to experience both cars back-to-back,
in two very diff erent locations: the 
Panamera in the stifl ing mountain 
desert of Oman and the S63 AMG in 
the lush alpine environment of Austria.

Let’s start in the Alps, in the most 
powerful high-performance sedan 
in the luxury segment: the new S63 
AMG. It is 30kW more powerful and 
has 100Nm more torque than the 
previous model, while shedding an 
impressive 100kg. Th e new lithium-ion 
battery alone saves 20kg and the use of 
carbon-fi bre lightens the load further.

Despite moving in the distinguished 
circles of luxury sedans, the AMG S 
still retains what engineers call an 
‘emotional engine sound’. Th anks to 

S-Class magic
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The S63 AMG has what engineers
call an ‘emotional engine sound’
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POWER 5.5-litre biturbo V8; 430kW and 900Nm

PERFORMANCE 0-100km/h in 4.4 secs.; 
Top speed 250km/h

CLAIMED FUEL 6.4l/100km

BASE PRICE TBA

the AMG sports exhaust system with 
exhaust fl aps, in Sport mode the S 
remains a vehicle that celebrates sound. 
But while AMG’s gorgeous entry-level 
A45 is a backfi ring, crackling rapper, 
the S is a classical symphony concert.

Like all AMG engines, the eight-
cylinder biturbo is assembled by 
hand in Aff alterbach. Inside, the car 
is the epitome of luxury; from the 
exquisitely stitched leather seats to 
the precious analogue Swiss IWC 
clock in the cockpit. Th ere are several 
backlighting options to choose from: 
soothing blue to energising purple 
and a fi ring red – it all depends on 
your mood.

On the road the large two-ton 
vehicle surprises with precise steering 
and absolute directional stability. 
Even in unusually sharp turns the S63 
AMG remains completely unfazed. 
A stereo camera behind the rear-view 
mirror observes the road from two 
perspectives. Th e computer informs 
the chassis about the road conditions 
ahead, in real time. Even in corners 
the system will know what lies ahead. 
Mercedes calls this Magic Body Control, 
and it certainly feels magical gliding 
through the countryside.
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S-CLASS

AMG: top of the food chain
The outrageous G63 AMG 6x6 is now an 
offi cial production model. Loosely based on 
the Mercedes G 6x6 Australian army vehicle, 
the idea of putting an AMG engine into 
a vehicle like this was naturally born in 
a pub. Even locally, where the left-hand 
drive behemoth can’t even be offi cially 
registered, there are apparently two 
confi rmed orders. It’s said to be priced 
in the quarter-million-Euro range, making 
it not only the largest, but also the most 
expensive AMG model.

On the other side of the chart is the 
entry-level A45. With 256kW and 450Nm, 
the all-wheel-drive 2.0-litre is the most 
powerful four-cylinder in existence. 
It does 0-100km/h in 4.6 seconds; top 
speed is limited to 250km/h, while the 
fuel consumption is a mere 5.9l/100km. 
Nothing’s missing acoustically – it bears an 
untypically throaty roar for a four-cylinder. The 
car grunts and crackles gloriously, especially 
when the optional performance exhaust is 
fi tted. The best part of it all is the pricing: 
AMG fun can now be had for R599 500.

Stuttgart is the cradle of motorkind. It was 
here that Carl Benz invented the automobile in 
1855 and it’s where his wife Bertha borrowed 
his car 33 years later, startling pedestrians 
while making motoring history as the fi rst 
woman driver. At that stage women were 
considered too fragile to participate in 
strenuous activity or operate complex 
machinery such as cars. These same 
arguments were used to deny them a higher 
education and the right to vote. Bertha was 
having none of that. On the morning of 
5 August 1888 she took her husband’s 
Benz Patent-Motorwagen on a 106km drive 
from Mannheim to Pforzheim, stopping at 
pharmacies along the route to get fuel. 

The automotive pioneer not only enjoyed 
the ride, she also improved the experience 
for future motorists. Unimpressed with the 
performance of the wooden brakes her 
husband had mounted to his vehicle, she 
stopped at a shoemaker’s shop and asked 
the owner to nail some leather to the wood 
to increase friction.

The path she took 130 years ago is now 
known as Bertha Benz Memorial Route. 
In August, Mercedes-Benz engineers 
wrote history again by sending a car along 
the same route Bertha took. But this car, 
a slightly modifi ed S500, drove itself. Most 
cars already feature all sorts of electronic 
driver aids, so self drive takes the possibility 
of human- and accident-free driving one step 
further. The S500 Intelligent Drive Research 
Vehicle was fi tted with two long-range radar 
systems at the front and rear; four short-range 
radar systems at the car’s corners; a camera 
to detect traffi c lights and a camera aimed out 
of the rear window that scans the surroundings 
and compares them to a 3-D digital map – 
enabling a more-accurate-than-GPS 
positioning of the car. But the drive was not 
without its bugs: engineers didn’t anticipate 
the politeness of their fellow Germans. During 
the test drive, when pedestrians waved the 
autonomous Merc through at a zebra crossing, 
the car stoically continued to wait for them to 
be gone out of camera sight.

The Benz that drives itself

Bertha Benz Memorial Route
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PORSCHE

POWER 3.0 litre biturbo 
V6; 309kW and 520 Nm

PERFORMANCE 
0-100km/h in 4.8 secs; 
Top speed 286km/h
CLAIMED FUEL 
8.9l/100km

BASE PRICE 
R1 271 000

The Panamera gets sportier and bolder
Oh man, what a drive A couple of years ago, it would have 

been impossible, but times are changing. 
The world’s coolest 911 enthusiast, 
dreadlocked Magnus Walker, was 
Porsche’s celebrity guest for the world 
premiere of the 918 Spyder at the Frankfurt 
Motor Show. Swabians are probably the 
most conservative Germans and it took 
them a while to embrace the Los Angeles-
based 911 collector and clothing designer. 
Walker sports a hairstyle and dress sense 
that’s quite unusual in the corridors of 
Stuttgart-Zuffenhausen. As he got into 
the 918 Spyder at the Porsche stand at 
Frankfurt, his dreadlocks got caught in the 
door – one of those mishaps that more 
regularly features an Armani suit of the 
‘more traditional’ Porsche driver.

Self-styled urban outlaw Walker rebuilds 
classic 911s and has a complete collection 
in his warehouse-style home in Los 
Angeles. He made his money redesigning 
second-hand clothing and has gained 
a cult-like status in the Porsche community. 
His love of 911s opened a whole new fan 
base for the brand. Adding his touch to 
classic 911s turns them into even more 
precious Magnus Walker Porsches – the 
opposite of what conservative 911 classic 
car owners predicted. Recently, one of his 
creations – a hotrod-inspired ’72 build – 
fetched $302 500 at auction, over double 
the estimate; the car was featured on the 
cover of the 100th issue of Total 911 
magazine as the ‘new legend’.  

Rebel with
a Porsche
From outlaw to ambassador

Dieter Losskarn with Magnus Walker

For the fi rst time, the new second-
generation Panamera has two 
executive versions with extended 

wheelbases of 15cm in the 4S and Turbo. 
A third model becomes the fi rst plug-in 
hybrid in the luxury class (see next page).

Driving through barren mountains on 
magnifi cent Oman roads, to my surprise 
I found myself enjoying the downsized 
3.0-litre biturbo V6 more than the Turbo’s 
4.8-litre V8. Th e smaller biturbo in the 4S 
feels faster and more agile than its bigger 
brother. And thanks to an exhaust button 
in the console, it sounds even better. Like 
AMG, Porsche celebrates the sound of its 
engines: what comes out of the exhaust is 
a fi ne-tuned aural symphony.

Design changes are subtle at fi rst glance, 
but get more pronounced on closer 
examination. With tighter lines and bolder 

elements, the car looks more sporty 
and thus more Porsche-like than before. 
Th is enhances its contradictions (in a good 
way) of being a four-door sports car. 
Th e legroom is signifi cantly extended, 
even in the standard model.

As usual the power has increased, 
while fuel consumption is reduced. Th e 
complete variety of trim and equipment 
levels is available from the launch.

TECH
AND SPEC

 4S  Turbo  GTS

POWER 4.8-litre V8; 
382kW and 700Nm

PERFORMANCE 
0-100km/h in 4.1 secs; 
Top speed 305km/h
CLAIMED FUEL 
10.2l/100km

BASE PRICE 
R1 996 000

POWER 4.8-litre V8; 
324kW and 520Nm

PERFORMANCE 
0-100km/h in 4.4 secs; 
Top speed 288km/h
CLAIMED FUEL 
10.7l/100km

BASE PRICE 
R1 419 000
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Introducing the i3
BMW’s first completely electric car takes motoring technology to new levels

T he world’s largest maker of luxury cars 
introduced its revolutionary electric 
model at a worldwide launch broadcast 

simultaneously from venues in London, New 
York and Beijing. And, seemingly unperturbed 
by labour strikes and lost production in South 
Africa, BMW is pushing ahead with its plans for 
a record number of global deliveries next year. 
The aim is to roll out 25 models by the end of 
2014, the most innovative of which will be the 
i3, the Bavarian giant’s first all-electric car.  
GQ attended the premiere of the i3 as part of 
the BMW 2013 Lifestyle Tour. The launch at 
London’s Old Billingsgate Market on the River 
Thames was a day-long affair (going late into 

the night) of speeches, toasts and celebrity 
appearances from the likes of James Franco 
and Sienna Miller. Onlookers went silent for  
a moment as the curtains lifted to reveal the  
i3, bathed in light on stage. Journalists were 
free to look and touch, but will only get to  
drive the vehicle some time in 2014. Designed 
specifically for the urban commute in large 
cities, the i3 has a range of 130 to 160km when 
the battery is fully charged. A second model, 
the i3 Range Extender, has a 650cc two-
cylinder engine mounted next to the electric 
motor to increase the range to 300km.  
Delivery will be in 2014 at a price likely to  
be  around the R400 000 mark. 

Weight
The five-door hatch 
is extremely light 
(1 200kg), yet stable 
and safe thanks  
to a passenger  
cabin made  
from carbon 
fibre-reinforced 
plastic. The 360V 
battery weighs  
just 230kg and  
has an eight year or 
100 000km warranty.

Design The cabin is spacious and elegant, 
with visual and tactile appeal. The high quality 
is emphasised by the use of open-pored 
eucalyptus wood, naturally treated leather, 
wool and other fibres.

Interior
The motor and the 
battery are integrated 
into the underfloor 
section on the rear 
axle, making for the 
unorthodox shape. 
This creates a roomy 
interior with easy 
movement between 
the four seats and 
exits thanks to the 
absence of B pillars 
and a central tunnel.

Charge
The car is charged 
with either a wall box 
or a conventional 
power socket. If 
charged via a wall 
box (roughly six 
hours), power can  
be controlled through  
an app. A 50kW 
public facility can 
charge the battery to 
80 per cent capacity 
in about 30 minutes.

Range 
BMW uses a host  
of features to offset 
range anxiety:  
a range assistant 
determines efficient 
driving routes and 
suggests switching 
modes or routes.  
A MyCityWay app 
shows charging 
stations and updates 
on charge time and 
power usage.

Economy
The motor’s average 
power consumption 
of around 0.13 
kilowatts per 
kilometre is 
extraordinarily  
low, especially 
considering its 
output and torque. 
The i3 is therefore  
the most economical 
electrically powered 
car of its size and 
output class.

Engine
An electric motor 
generates 125kW  
of power and 250Nm 
of torque, providing 
instant power to  
the rear wheels  
via a single-speed 
transmission. The top 
speed is 150km/h 
and it can zip from  
0 to 100km/h in 7.2 
silent seconds.

Words by Craig Tyson
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MERCEDES-BENZ SLS AMG 
ELECTRIC DRIVE

I am flying through Frankfurt in a bright yellow 
Mercedes-Benz SLS AMG Electric Drive – the 
fastest electric car on Earth. I’m driving at pace 
– but I hear nothing. I kick down the pedal and 
get pressed into my seat. I’m doing warp-
speed on the no-speed-limit autobahn. The 
sound of silence is eerie. It’s as if I’ve been 

beamed into another dimension. Finally, I find 
what I’m looking for, a sound option for the car: 
it feeds a turbine-like accoustic into the interior 
and I feel more earthly again.

The SLS AMG Electric Drive has four 
water-cooled electric motors with a total 
output of 552kW and 1 000Nm of torque. Top 
speed is electronically governed at 250km/h. 
From a standstill, the car reaches 100km/h in 

3.9 seconds. There are two gearboxes, one 
per axle, and the car is driven by all four 
wheels. The SLS AMG Electric Drive is proof 
that you can build fully-electric supercars. The 
Nürburgring lap time of 7.56 is confirmation  
of this – that matches a Ferrari 360 Stradale.

Back in Frankfurt I stop at one of the park- 
and-charge stations in the street. I need to 
recharge my batteries, too.

PORSCHE PANAMERA S 
E-HYBRID

To avoid what in electric driving circles is 
called range anxiety, Porsche has opted for the 
combination of combustion engine and e-drive 
with external charging, for the first plug-in 
hybrid in the luxury class. In addition to a 
supercharged 3.0-litre V6, the S E-Hybrid has 
a synchronous electric motor with an output  
of 306kW that accelerates the car from 0 to 
100km/h in 5.5 seconds, reaching a top speed 
of 270km/h shortly afterward. It consumes  
a mere 3.1 litres of fossil fuel per 100km.

In South Africa it’ll take a while for charging 
stations in public spaces to become a reality. 
In European cities it is quite common to have 
park-and-charge spaces, where you pay  
a combined parking and charging fee for  
your electric drive. The Panamera can be 
charged at any normal electrical socket using 
Porsche’s universal charger. Naturally, you can 
monitor the state of charge, electric range and 
charge time with your smartphone.

There are five different driving modes. In 
electric drive the car is driven emission-free by 
the electric motor only. On longer trips it runs 

on the combustion engine, while the battery  
is charged. In kick-down boost mode the car  
is driven by both petrol and electric motors, 
enabling quick overtaking and a dynamic 
driving style. When your foot is taken off the 
accelerator the car goes into coasting mode, 
automatically switching off the engine while 
recovering energy and feeding it into the car’s 
electrical system. Finally, whenever the brakes 
are activated, the recovered braking energy  
is fed back into the system for electric  
driving later on.  

Two supercharged flyers 
from Stuttgart Words by Dieter Losskarn
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